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My wife and I have already booked this 
year’s holiday. We are off to sunny Spain to 
walk the last 100km of the Camino de 
Santiago. If all goes to plan, we will arrive in 
Santiago de Compostela on 2 July – our 
Silver Wedding anniversary – one journey 
together to celebrate another.

I am mindful that, for Christians, Lent is also 
a journey that we travel together every year. 
On Ash Wednesday 2017, Pope Francis said 
that while  Lent is cer tainly a  t ime of 
mortification, it is also a journey of hope that 
leads to the joy of Christ’s resurrection – a 
journey that requires daily sacrifice and love.

In his catechesis for the general audience, 
1 March 2017, His Holiness likened the 
40-day Lenten journey to the 40 years that 
the Children of Israel spent wandering in the 
desert, after their exodus from Egyptian 
slavery.

‘These 40 days are also for all of us 
a release from slavery, from sin, to 
experience freedom, the encounter 
with the risen Christ,’ he said.

It is, he continued, ‘a demanding 
journey… because love is challenging, 
but it is a journey filled with hope. 
Indeed, I would add: the Lenten 
exodus is the journey in which hope 
itself is formed.’

Those whom the Medaille Trust supports 
in our network of safe houses are on a 
modern-day exodus from slavery. As well as 
being a path of recovery, it, too, is a journey 
‘filled with hope’. Indeed, I would add: it is 
the recuperative, restorative and healing 
journey in which hope itself is formed. 

Thank you to all of you who continue – 
practically, prayerfully or financially – to 
support victims of modern slavery on their 
road to wholeness.

I pray that your Lenten journey will be 
meaningful. As spring unfolds new life 
before our eyes, may this be a season that is 
pregnant with promise, miracle and hope.

Founded in 2006, the Medaille Trust is the UK’s 
largest provider of supported accommodation 
to victims of modern slavery. 

Located throughout the country, our safe 
houses provide needs-led support that restores 
and empowers clients on their path to recovery.

In addition to providing shelter and support 
for victims, we co-operate closely with 
law-enforcement authorities by providing 
information that helps bring perpetrators to 
justice. We work in partnership with charities 
in source countries to help prevent trafficking. 
We support those who return home. We raise 
awareness of modern slavery in the UK.
 
Our main priorities are to help clients gain 
confidence and claim the ability to live free from 
slavery and exploitation.

The support we offer recognises that each 
individual has their own particular, often 
harrowing, experiences. Together, we undertake 
a supportive journey towards a life of joyful 
independence. 

Thank you for your interest in our work. If you 
would like to know more, please get in touch. 
There is much good news to share.

Welcome!
I am told by those who know about these things that the first 
Saturday of January is the busiest day of the year for booking 
holidays. Travel agents call it ‘Sunshine Saturday’. 

Garry Smith
CEO Medaille Trust

Medaille Trust
Cathedral Centre, 3 Ford Street, Salford M3 6DP

Visit: medaille-trust.org.uk 
E-mail: enquiries@medaille-trust.org.uk 
Call: 0161 817 2260
                     @medailletrust
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Throughout December and the festive season, 
our residents tried lots of new things, discovering 
new interests and strengths in the process. 

At the beginning of the month, the women 
enjoyed a workshop presented by Natasha’s 
Dance Project. Many of them are keen to have 
another chance to practise restorative dance 
in 2019.
 
The women decorated two Christmas trees and 
made their own baubles to hang on them. We 
spoke together about the different celebrations 
and festivals that are important to them. 

On Christmas Eve, staff and residents 
celebrated Christmas together and the women 
opened their presents, which included a big 
suitcase for each of them. We shared food and 
Christmas crackers, while listening to music. 
With their individual style, the women also 
painted moneyboxes. 

To celebrate the New Year, the residents went 
bowling. The women really enjoyed this and 
some of them found they had a natural talent. 
Afterwards, they ventured to Westfield 
shopping centre, looked round the shops and 
had a meal together.

Our hope for 2019 is that it will be a positive 
year for all in the East London house, and that 
our residents will continue to discover new 
passions and strength within themselves. 

The Lenten appeal among the parishioners of 
St Peter's and the Winchester Martyrs, 
Winchester, with the Covenant with the Poor 
raised more than £4,400 for the Medaille Trust. 

This enabled us to build the garden room we’d 
had on our wish list. Comfortably furnished, the 
room has been in use for some weeks. Clients 
who use it for confidential discussions really 
love it. Staff  also appreciate having a quiet spot 
for themselves.

Members of the Covenant with the Poor team 
came to visit to see the completed room for 
themselves and were delighted at the result.

A huge thanks to all who donated, especially 
Peter McManus. We are humbled by your 
generosity.

Northern Service 
Music, maestro, please 

The parish of St Wilfrid’s, Halton, held a 
Christmas tree appeal on our behalf this year. 
The local community gave gifts to our residents 
to support them during their reflection and 
recovery time and give them a bit of happiness 
throughout the festive season.  

Each church had a Christmas tree with gift tags 
attached to the branches – each tag indicated a 
gift that our residents would appreciate – 
anything from socks to fleece jackets. More 
than 250 gifts were donated. This allowed us to 
support two other Medaille safe houses in the 
North West with Christmas supplies.

Father Michael of St Wilfrid’s says: 
‘We were very happy to support Medaille 
Mersey with gifts. This, alongside our festive 
meal for the residents and the invitation for 
them to join us at our Christmas services, gave a 
real sense of Christmas joy and hospitality.’

Service Manager Sharon Marsh says: 
‘Thank you to the parish of St Wilfrid’s for all 
your support and donations over the festive 
period and throughout the year. The presents 
were greatly appreciated. There were lots of 
happy, smiling faces when they were opened. In 
addition to practical gifts, we also received 
chocolates, popcorn and sweets, which formed 
part of a Boxing Day entertainment box.’

Mersey Service
Tree-mendous appeal 
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House News... 

During Christmas the house was full of joy, 
inspiration and goodwill. It was particularly 
exciting when guitarist George came to play a 
selection of blues, jazz and Caribbean-style 
music. The residents enjoyed a sing-along and 
requested some songs from home. The 
versatile George picked these up quickly, which 
allowed our clients to reflect on their home 
country and sing along, bringing joy to our 
festive house.

The dinner was fabulous with a selection of 
food from each country, as well as traditional 
English Christmas fare. 

We were very blessed to have received a 
substantial donation that allowed us to provide 
extra gifts of clothing and winter essentials. 

A special thank you to all our friends, including 
The John Slater Foundation, Alan, Bernadette, 
Canon Ian, Emily, Maureen, John and Ruth, who 
help towards making our service a success at 
Christmas and throughout the year. 

Southern Service
A garden oasis

East London Service
The gift of new discovery



Partly to address this problem, in November 
2018, the Arise Foundation and the Conference 
of Religious of England and Wales (CoREW) 
published the report Threads of Solidarity. 

The launch event, hosted by News at Ten anchor 
Julie Etchingham, brought together members of 
the anti-slavery community, politicians and 
Religious to learn about the contribution the 
religious community makes to this issue.

The report reveals that 172 Religious are 
working (full or part-time) against slavery. With a 
market value of more than £16m, 29 properties 
have been donated to the work. In the past five 
years, more than £10m has been given, often 
without restriction, to anti-slavery initiatives. 

As Kevin Bales, Professor of Contemporary 
Slavery at Nottingham University, puts it in the 
report: ‘The crucial work of sisters and their 
frontline networks have been forgotten for too 
long… We in the academic and policy communities 
have been saying for decades that we can’t 
defeat slavery without strengthening civil 
society. These sisters are quietly, steadfastly 
showing the way.’ 

The Christmas build-up began with festive 
dressing-up games in the United Sisters 
sessions and we were fortunate to receive a 
beautiful, donated Christmas tree. The clients 
and children decorated all three of our 
Christmas trees with decorations they had 
made in a craft workshop.

We had several parties – one for each of our 
therapy groups – and a tea party where the 
clients had made a speciality dish from their 
home country. 

Staff introduced clients to traditional English 
festive treats, including Christmas cake, mince 
pies, chocolate log and Christmas crackers. 
Volunteer Carolyn brought elaborate balloons, 
decorative tableware and made a fabulous fruit 
punch for the centrepiece. 

The Albanian families shared stories of how 
they celebrate with all-day feasting at New Year. 
After the party, came music, disco-dancing and 
games. The women sang songs they had 
learned in their choir sessions. 

The impressive donations included an exciting 
pile from The Salvation Army. On Christmas 
morning, the children were thrilled with their 
presents and the sense of festive fun. Staff, 
women and children were all making memories. 
It was a special time, when we shared the sillier 
sides of our personalities together.

Funding of £500 means that we can establish 
an in-house art room for residents to enjoy. It 
will also enable staff to run art-therapy 
sessions.

Residents enjoyed a trip to the theatre to watch 
Welcome to the UK, a play about claiming 
asylum. It was an adventure-filled day, as some 
residents had their first experience of central 
London and of riding an escalator. We were 
particularly thrilled to meet up with one of our 
former residents, Atunde, who was part of
the cast. 

[Atunde's story can be read on page 14.]

In February, we celebrated St Bakhita’s Day with 
a special meal prepared by some of our 
residents (pictured top right).

West London Service
Arts and eats

In October, the Victim Care Fund financed a 
12-week English course. There were two 
sessions per week – a beginners and an 
intermediate. Although some residents face 
‘move-on’ uncertainties, the classes were 
structured so that those who could attend only 
a few were able to benefit.

Also that month, our good friends from the 
Clewer Trust visited. It was full-house time with 
14 women and four babies. The nuns were 
moved to hear how our mums have trouble 
sleeping at night, partly because the beds are 
old and uncomfortable. They generously 
offered to buy replacement mattresses. 

November saw staff training on fire safety and 
the awarding of fire-marshal certificates. Two 
staff members supported a police operation, 
offering information and guidance to women, 
after a raid on a brothel in Swindon.

Central Service
Grasping the language of love
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House News continued... 

Coastal Service
Silly season to be joyful

The Medaille Trust has long known the important contribution of Religious to the 
UK’s anti-slavery movement. It was founded by Religious, and many of our properties 
and some members of staff come from religious orders. Our work would not be 
possible without them. For too long their contribution has been unrecognised by 
the anti-slavery community.  

Footnote: 
Readers may be interested to know that Ms Etchingham is linked to Medaille through an aunt who is a 
religious sister from one of the orders heavily involved with founding of the trust.

The Medaille Trust welcomes this report, and thanks all who contributed to it. We believe that it is a 
crucial step in giving religious communities the recognition they deserve. We hope it will serve to 
strengthen the anti-slavery community in the UK, providing pathways for connections that will allow us 
all to serve even more of those in need. 

Arise
Report reveals unheralded work of sisters of mercy writes 
Luke de Pulford, Director of the Arise Foundation
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In a Commons debate, James Cartlidge, 
Conservative MP for South Suffolk, asked what 
the Government was doing to reduce modern 
slavery. In response, home office minister 
Victoria Atkins replied: ‘We have strengthened 
the law enforcement response and introduced 
new requirements for businesses to report on 
slavery in their supply chains, and are 
transforming the support we provide to victims.’ 

The Home Off ice has aff i rmed the 
Government’s commitment to helping victims 
of human slavery. In a statement, it said: 
‘Adults identified in the NRM [National Referral 
Mechanism] can receive specialist and tailored 
support through the Victim Care Contract, where 
they can receive accommodation, financial 
support, assistance in accessing mental and 
physical health care, including counselling, and 
access to legal support.
‘We have been clear that, as set out in the

The number of British people referred into The 
Salvation Army’s specialist support for adult 
victims of modern slavery has nearly doubled 
in a year, according to the Movement’s latest 
research. Between July 2017 and June 2018, 
86 British victims of modern slavery were 
supported by The Salvation Army, up from

The Government has announced a repayment 
scheme for potential victims of modern slavery 
who received asylum support in England and 
Wales between 1 March and 8 November 2018. 
From 17 January, anyone who was in receipt of 
support through the National Referral Mechanism 
and Asylum Support Regulations who received 
less than £65 a week between 1 March and 

A quarter of trafficked children who were in 
the care of local authorities in the UK last year 
have gone missing from the system. The report 
Still in Harm’s Way by ECPAT UK and Missing 
People shows that of the 1,015 children 

In an earlier debate, Ms Atkins warned: ‘Almost 
all businesses will face the risk of modern 
slavery somewhere in their supply chains, 
which is why the world-leading transparency in 
supply chains provision in the Modern Slavery 
Act 2015 requires large businesses in the UK to 
publish an annual modern slavery statement.
Source: Hansard

Modern Slavery Act, victims of modern slavery 
should not be prosecuted for criminal offences 
they were forced to commit as a result 
of exploitation.
‘We have commissioned an independent 
review of the Modern Slavery Act which will 
consider the implementation of the statutory 
defence for victims and help us to identify what 
more we can do to tackle these terrible crimes.’
Source: Home Office

44 the previous year. A total of 1,856 people 
were referred into the service – an increase of 
19 per cent compared with the same period a 
year ago – taking the total number of victims 
supported by the church and charity in 2018 
to 3,354.
Source: The Salvation Army 

8 November 2018 can claim a back payment. 
People who are currently receiving support will 
receive a letter from the Home Office setting out 
how much they are entitled to and when they 
will be paid. Those who are no longer receiving 
support can apply for a back payment.
Source: Home Office

reported by local authorities as identified or 
suspected victims of trafficking in 2017, 24 per 
cent – 246 – have gone missing from the 
care system.
Source: The Guardian  

In the news

    They receive practical, medical, emotional,
    linguistic and psychological support. 
    The way the expansion and management of
    houses leads to rehabilitation for victims of
    modern slavery is very exciting. We have so
    many success stories in this respect.

What are the most frustrating aspects 
you face?
    One of the Trust’s tasks is to raise awareness
    of human trafficking. The public does not
    recognise the scale of human trafficking in
    the UK. Modern slavery is so big that it
    permeates even to the smallest village.
    Despite its best efforts, the Trust is touching
    only the tip of the iceberg. 

Many charities that were founded by 
Christians have since become more 
secular in make-up and mission. How 
important is it for the Religious to 
become trustees of the Medaille?
    Historically, the Religious have contributed
    hugely in terms of property, finance and
    personnel. Today, the trust is very ecumenical. 
    But human trafficking is not a problem only
    for the Religious or other Christians to
    engage in; it is an issue for everyone. 

In the hot seat
Bro Francis Patterson, a member 
of the La Mennais Brothers of 
Christian Instruction, has been 
Chair of Trustees since 2009. 
He talks to Nigel Bovey about 
his experience.

Brother Francis, how did you become 
involved with the Medaille Trust?
    In 2006, I received a phone call from Sister 
    Ann Teresa SSJA, who had the vision for
    helping victims of modern slavery. She had
    just been offered the first house to use as a
    safe house. She was looking to form the first
    board of trustees, so we could run according
    to Charity Commission requirements.

Why did you accept? 
What was so irresistible?
    It was an area of great need. I had recently
    retired as a head teacher and so was
    available. I thought it was something I could
    do to help, so I immediately agreed.

What are the responsibilities of a trustee?
    A trustee ensures that the Trust is run
    according to the standards set by the
    Charity Commission and supports the CEO
    and management team. As the network of
    safe houses has grown, so the trustees have
    ensured good governance, working with
    specialists in the likes of legal, financial, 
    IT and HR matters.

What gives you the most satisfaction 
from being Chair of Trustees?
    The most satisfying aspect of the work of
    Medaille is that the people who come to our
    safe houses overcome the traumas they’ve
    been through and rebuild their lives. 

Trustees meet four times a year in London, plus one away-day for strategic planning. If you have 
professional skills to offer, or are a Religious, and would like to know more about becoming a 
trustee, please contact CEO Garry Smith.

Footnote: After years of faithful service, trustee Sister Mary Toner is stepping down from the board due 
to ill health. Thank you, Sister Mary, for all you have done. May God bless you!



Look Up partnership launches 
Richard Owens reports  

On 8 February, some 100 people from a range of 
backgrounds gathered at St Chad’s Cathedral, 
Birmingham, for the Medaille Trust’s second 
National Service of Prayer. During the event, the 
Trust and the Archdiocese of Birmingham 
launched a new awareness campaign – ‘Look Up’.

As part of this call to action, Medaille Trust CEO 
Garry Smith and Archbishop Bernard Longley 
signed a pledge beside a portrait of St Josephine 
Bakhita – the patron saint of trafficking victims – 
to work together for the benefit of those 
suffering from modern slavery.

In their first appearance at the cathedral, 
Birmingham Citadel Salvation Army band 
accompanied the singing and provided suitable 
incidental music. 

Guest speaker, the Right Rev Dr Alistair Redfern 
(former Anglican Bishop of Derby), spoke 
movingly about his long association with those 
involved in human trafficking. He gave his 
audience accounts of people being abused 
‘right under our noses’. ‘We have to see, too,’ he 
said, ‘it is hard for the police to pick this up and 
respond. They need our help.

‘Modern slavery raises questions about modern 
society’, he continued. ‘We have some great 
systems, but people need love. They are terribly 
traumatised and need years to recover. I salute the 
work of the Medaille Trust. It offers safe spaces, 
love, hope and a gentle way into recovery.’

The Look Up campaign will run for six years. For 
the next 12 months, it  will feature in the 
deaneries of North Staffordshire, Birmingham 
Cathedral and Banbury. Churches and individuals 
will be encouraged to pledge to support the 
victims of modern slavery and work together 
towards its eradication in all its forms. The 
Medaille Trust will visit participating parishes 
and award pledge certificates. The portrait of 
St Josephine is on display in Cathedral House.
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John’s story…
At home in Romania, John heard
a radio ad for workers in the UK.
Little did he know that the car-wash 
industry can be a dirty business. 

Eight years ago, I was out of work and feeling 
low. One day, while listening to the radio, 
I heard an advert for a job in the UK, working as 
a car-wash operative. I rang the advertised 
phone number and discussed the job opportunity. 

I explained that I did not have any money for the 
trip but I was assured that support with the 
costs of the journey would be offered. I was told 
that I would earn £50 a day and would get free 
accommodation. ‘Bernard’ arranged everything 
for me and I was brought to the UK in a van, 
along with five other Romanian nationals. 

Before I was taken to view my new home, I was 
taken to the car wash where I was to work. As 
soon as I got there, my passport was taken. 
When I queried this, the owner said that I would 
get it back when I had repaid all the money he 
had paid for me to get to the UK. 

I was unhappy about it but I had no option. 
When I was shown my accommodation, 
I discovered that it was a two-bedroom house 
that I had to share with 15 other people. It was 
overcrowded, dirty and had mattresses lying 
around on every available space. This was not 
what I had imagined I had signed up for. 

Two weeks later, I went to the police, where 
I reported that my passport had been taken. 
I did not get the response I had hoped. An 
officer asked me: ‘Why did you come to the UK?’
I had no choice. I had to go back to the car wash.

After three months of work, I had paid enough 
to get my passport back. I continued to work for 
my employer for a further year and was then 
transferred to another car wash.

If you have concerns about potential victims, do not confront them, instead contact:
• 999 in an emergency
• 101 to report your concern to the Police
• Crimestoppers on 0800 555 111 in confidence
• Or If you would like more information about spotting the signs of modern slavery, or to
   discuss a potential issue in your community, please call us on 0800 06 999 16
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Figures behind the faces 
Source: Home Office

The 2018 Annual Report on Modern Slavery reveals that, 
in 2018/19, Government spending on combating modern 
slavery will be an estimated £61 million. It reaffirms that:   

In 2013, there were between 10,000 and 13,000 potential 
victims in the UK.

In 2017, 130 defendants were prosecuted under the Modern 
Slavery Act.

In 2017, 5,143 potential victims were referred to the National 
Referral Mechanism, of whom 41 per cent (2,121) were children.

In 2017, 1,694 potential adult victims were referred due to 
duty of care. The total number of potential victims identified in 2017 
was 6,837.

In the year to March 2108, police in the UK recorded 3,428 modern 
slavery offences. In July 2018, there were 850 active police 
investigations, compared with 188 in November 2016.

The Government is spending £2.2 million to test innovative ways to 
protect vulnerable children in the UK and overseas who are at risk 
of trafficking.The Scottish Parliament has doubled the minimum period 
of support for victims to 90 days.   

Some 1,000 training places have been made available in England and 
Wales for foster carers and support workers caring for unaccompanied 
asylum-seeking children, so that they are better equipped to support 
victims and reduce the risk of re-trafficking.

There, I made friends with a customer who 
agreed to take me to a town where I knew some 
people if I paid for his petrol. While my manager 
was at prayers, I gathered up my belongings 
and fled. 

When I got to my new destination, I met up with 
an old friend who offered me work. The work 
was cash in hand but illegal. The man who 
I thought was a friend turned out to be yet 
another person who wanted to exploit me. He, 
too, stopped paying me. Disillusioned, I left and 
went to work in another car wash.

I went to the CAB for advice. Once I knew my 
rights and entitlements, I asked my boss for 
better treatment. He threatened to kill me. By 
now, I had become so ill that I was admitted to 
hospital, where I was diagnosed with a chronic 
illness. 

‘One day, I hope to be able to get my own 
accommodation and a proper job. Until I am fit 
enough to do so, I am so grateful to the Medaille 
Trust for their compassion and care.’
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Overall, the conference was an affirming and 
uplifting experience. It enabled delegates to 
share insights into common experiences, to 
learn new lessons and to be encouraged at the 
scale and scope of the Trust’s work. 

Reflecting on his inaugural conference, Garry 
Smith says: 

‘Given that our operational staff work in 
dispersed locations across the UK, this is the 
one opportunity to bring them together each 
year for training, peer support and team 
building. It is an invaluable opportunity for 
as many of our team as possible to get 
together and I’m pleased the event was such 
a success.’

Quality-control consultant Diane Roberts spoke 
about the need for quality assurance, reinforcing 
the importance of personal responsibility in 
maintaining the highest standards.

Shane Tyler, operations manager of Manor 
Fresh Ltd, spoke about the challenges facing 
employers who want to rid their places of work 
of trafficking gangs.

Jodi Watson and Dr Sheila Macdonald 
concluded the presentations with an interactive 
session – a pop-up community singing workshop, 
the likes of which they deliver at the Coastal 
Service. The ensuing delegates’ laughter 
admirably made their point – singing enhances 
the mood and benefits mental wellbeing.

Marsh Farm, Swindon, was the venue for the annual staff conference, held in 
November. It was the first under the leadership of CEO Garry Smith. A bumper year 
for attendance, Brother Francis opened proceedings with prayer.  

Staff conference 2018
Conference confirms Trust in good shape

After Garry welcomed delegates, Sister Jane 
Maltby, RSCJ (Vice-President, Conference of 
Religious, England and Wales), Paul Gerrard 
(Co-op) and Mick Duthie (Santa Marta Group) 
gave informative presentations around the 
partnership working models they had created. 

Following a team-building session involving 
dried spaghetti and marshmallows, Fredrik 
Ferrier (Freddie from TV’s Made in Chelsea) 
hosted the awards dinner. 

The evening was a roaring success. Awards 
were received with pride and cheers, and  

Freddie unexpectedly launched into an
a capella Christmas song.

Day two speakers included service manager 
Julie Shanley, solicitors Saul Stone and Zofia 
Duszynska, and DI Phil Walker (SW Regional 
Organised Crime Unit), who gave insight into 
the work of law-enforcement agencies.

Julie’s presentation on client advocacy was 
particularly helpful, as advocating on clients’ 
behalf and ensuring they get access to the 
appropriate rights and entitlements is not 
always straightforward.
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Special thanks to Operations Manager Di Killian, who was instrumental in organising the event. 

Pictures: Adam Mackey

Picture: Folkert van Galen



Before coming to the UK, Atunde lived with a 
man she supposed was her stepfather. She 
worked as a nanny but was treated as a slave. 
Her employer physically abused her.

A way out of this horror seemed possible. She 
would live with an aunt in the UK. An uncle took 
care of the transport. Atunde looked forward to 
a better life with paid employment and the 
chance to further herself through study. The 
aunt employed Atunde as a child carer. She was 
also expected to do the housework. She 
worked from 5am to 11pm. There were no meal 
breaks, wages or bed. Atunde slept on the floor 
and fed off leftovers. The aunt lent her out to 
friends to look after their children and clean 
their houses.

Before arriving in the UK, she fell pregnant. On 
pain of being sent back to Zimbabwe, the aunt 
told Atunde that she could not bring her baby 
son with her.

For 15 years, Atunde was trapped. Then she 
escaped. She did the odd job and surfed on 
sofas, relying on friends, charities and churches 
for food and support.

She has not been able to make contact with her 
son, but hopes that one day they will be 
reunited. Meanwhile, every day is a painful 
reminder that she is a mum. 

Atunde came under the care of the Medaille 
Trust. She greatly appreciated the support 
she received and continually thanked the 
staff for all their help. To hasten her recovery, 
she under-went therapy.

Atunde is part of the Borderline drama group 
that comprises refugees from 13 countries and 
has been shortlisted for the Community 
Integration Awards. In January, she performed 
at London’s Bunker Theatre in the world 
premiere of the group’s show Welcome to 
the UK (pictured above). Influential listings 
magazine Time Out described it as ‘theatre at 
its most elemental and basic’. 

‘Getting involved in drama and being part of the 
production has given me a positive view of my 
future,’ she says. ‘I enjoy acting so much, I hope 
one day I will be able to study drama and make 
a career out of it. It has built my confidence, 
helped me express myself and made me feel 
that I matter – that I am valued, that I am 
normal.’ 

Atunde has also been raising awareness about 
modern-day slavery and human trafficking to 
Border Force staff and has made a fresh claim 
for asylum.

1514

Please pledge your support and make a donation. 
If you can, please                        Thank you.
My details (please complete in block capitals)

Title:........................................   
 
First name or initial:.............................................................................................................................  
 
Surname:............................................................................................................................................. 

Home address:....................................................................................................................................

............................................................................................................................................................ 

................................................................................................  Postcode:...........................................

I would like to make a donation of:

£100             £50             £20             £10             Other 

Please make cheques payable to: Medaille Trust
I do not require an acknowledgement for this donation 

Regular Giving
By completing the following section, your bank will pay us automatically. 
You can donate monthly, quarterly or annually.

Please pay to: Medaille Trust Limited
Account No: 43966674     Sort code: 20-25-29
Barclays Bank, 31 High Row, Darlington DL3 7QS

The sum of £........................................................................................................................................
Each month   /   quarter   /   year  (please circle)
Until further notice and debit my account

Account No:.........................................................................................................................................

Sort code:............................................................................................................................................

Starting on:..........................................................................................................................................

Signature:............................................................................................................................................

Date:....................................................................................................................................................

To the Manager (Bank name and address)

............................................................................................................................................................ 

.................................................................................................  Postcode...........................................

FURTHER INFORMATION (please tick if:)
You’d like to receive free copies of our magazine (three issues a year)

You’d like information about leaving a legacy to Medaille Trust in your will 

You’d like to be removed from our mailing list 

You can donate online at: medaille-trust.org.uk

Atunde’s story…
Escaping abuse in Zimbabwe, 
as a 16-year-old runaway 
Atunde sought sanctuary in 
the UK with an aunt. 
That aunt turned her into a 
domestic slave. She came 
to the UK in 1999. 

Picture: PsycheDELIGHT



Save the date!  2019 dates for your diary 
• Big Church Day Out, Wiston, Sussex: 25–26 May  
• World Day against Child Labour: 12 June• World Refugee Day: 20 June• World Day against Trafficking in Persons: 30 July

• Anti-Slavery Day: 18 October 

Boost your donation by 25p of Gift Aid for every £1 you donate

Gift Aid is reclaimed by the charity from the tax you pay for the current tax year. Your address 
is needed to identify you as a current UK taxpayer.

To gift-aid your donation, please tick this box:

I want to gift-aid my donation of £.......................................... and any donations I make in 
the future or have made in the past four years to:
Name of Charity: Medaille Trust

I am a UK taxpayer. I understand that if I pay less income tax and/or capital gains tax 
than the amount of Gift Aid claimed on all my donations in that tax year, then I will 
be responsible for paying any difference.

My details (please complete in block capitals)
 
Title:........................................   
 
First name or initial(s):...............................................................................................................  
 
Surname:................................................................................................................................... 

Home address:..........................................................................................................................

.................................................................................................................................................. 
 
......................................................................................  Postcode:...........................................

Signature:..................................................................................................................................

Date:..........................................................................................................................................   

Please notify the charity if you:
• want to cancel this declaration
• change your name or home address
• no longer pay sufficient tax on your income and/or capital gains

If you pay income tax at the higher or additional rate and want to receive the additional tax 
relief due to you, you must include all your Gift Aid donations on your self-assessment tax 
return or ask HMRC to adjust your tax code.

Please detach this form and post to: 
Medaille Trust, Cathedral Centre, 3 Ford Street, Salford M3 6DP

Thank you for your kind donations and continued support. 
Please know that every £ makes a difference.
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Words are not enough.
The Trust relies on the grace and generosity of so many people and organisations. We thank you for 
every gift of prayer, time, skill and money. Without your help, our mission and ministry would not exist. 

While some of our donors wish to remain anonymous, we readily and gratefully acknowledge the 
following, among many others, who have supported our work since the Christmas 2018 edition of 
this magazine:

Catholic Women’s League, Morpeth

Chelmsford Salvation Army

Congregation of La Retraite

Congregation of Our Lady 
of the Missions 

Dean and Chapter, 
Westminster Abbey

Executives Association 
of Great Britain

Faithful Companions of Jesus

John Slater Foundation

Religious Sisters of Charity

St Bartholomew’s, Winchester

St Mary’s, Holmbury

Sisters of Marie Auxiliatrice

Sisters of Nazareth

Sisters of St Joseph 
of the Apparition

Society of African Missions

The Co-operative Movement

The Clewer Trust

Little Company of Mary Provincial 

Mater Ecclesiae

Missionary Sisters of our Lady 
of Africa

Our Lady of Dolours Servite Church

Parish of St Swithun, Yateley

Poor Handmaids of Jesus Christ

Poor Servants of the Mother of God 

Priory of our Lady of Peace, Turvey

Religious of the Assumption 
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